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To: PVSD Parents, Guardians, and Staff 
From: Roberta Zarea 
Re: COVID-19 Update and Cancellation of Non-Essential Events 
 
Essential Group Events: Daily instruction will continue as normal - school remains open.  
Non Essential Events: Events that are deemed outside of daily instruction will be modified, postponed 
or canceled through the end of our Spring Break (see the list be low for a list of 
cancelled/postponed/modified activities).  Thank you, again, for your continued attention to our COVID-
19 communication and your flexibility and cooperation. I hope you have had a restful weekend. As we 
enter into another week of managing the potential spread of the COVID-19 virus, I want to provide you 
an update on our recent actions and decisions. After our county Superintendent’s meeting on March 6 
with the County Health Department and Office of Education, it is clear that the next four  weeks will be 
critical in understanding how COVID-19 is likely to spread and what steps will be necessary to control 
that spread. 
 
Last Thursday, Dr. Scott Morrow of the San Mateo County Health Department published new 
guidelines providing clear direction to cancel all non-essential large gatherings. While there are many 
variations of “non-essential gatherings” in the context of a school district, the PVSD COVID-19 
Response Team (composed of district nurse and staff and a board member) is attempting to make 
good decisions in line with this directive without unnecessarily cancelling important experiences for 
children.  We have spent a great deal of time considering upcoming field trips, events, and assemblies.  
 
With each passing week, experts learn exponentially more about the virus, its spread, and the steps 
necessary to keep people safe. From now until the end of our scheduled Spring Break (April 3), I 
have made the decision, with the support of our COVID-19 Response Team, to cancel or 
postpone all field trips, events, and large indoor assemblies. We will reassess the situation and 
recommendations at the end of March to determine if this cancellation needs to continue past Spring 
Break. This four-week pause will allow us to focus on limiting potential exposure and managing risks, 
while we see the direction this outbreak takes. 
 
At this time, these events have been cancelled/postponed (considered non-essential) through the 
end of March: 

 
CMS Tennis clinics and games 
All remaining PV Basketball practices and games 
CMS Makery Club 
All field trips, including: 
Kindergarten Field Trip to Palo Alto Art Museum - Mar 9 
Panache - Santa Cruz Jazz Festival-  Mar 20 
5th graders @ Tech Museum - Mar 20 
Lytton Gardens 
Viajando en Espanol @ Ormondale - Mar 13 
Kindergarten Build a Bagel Bug breakfast - Mar 18 
CMS Dance - Mar 20 
Ormondale “Monday morning meetings” and assemblies, including The Lion, Witch and Wardrobe - Mar 23 
CMS assemblies, including BMX Biker Assembly @ CMS - Mar 27 
Superintendent’s Coffees with parents (Mar 24 and 26) and with staff (Mar 19)  

https://www.smchealth.org/coronavirus


 
 
These activities have been modified: Pi Day @ CMS on  Mar 13 - store-bought pies only 
District Advisory Committee (DAC) Meeting on Mar 10 moved to District Office Annex  
Professional Development Day for Staff being refocused to discuss/develop distance learning plans for 
daily virtual instruction should any or all of PVSD’s schools need to close in the future - Mar 16 
CMS (Mar 9) and Ormondale (Mar 23) PTO Staff Appreciation weeks  
 
These activities are currently under discussion:  
Washington D.C. trip for 8th graders (May 17-22) 
Gold Rush trip for 4th graders (April 15-17) 

 
We will consider the Center for Disease Control’s and SMC Health Department’s guidelines when 
determining our course of action for these two trips. At this time, my decision is to carry on with student 
performances (such as musicals and concerts) so that students will be allowed to perform what they 
have worked so hard to create prior to Spring Break. The performances, however, will be modified to 
control potential risk of large audiences and may include using video technology. Principals will 
communicate to their respective communities about these exceptions and the measures we will take to 
limit the risks of contagion. 

While some of you may be reading articles about school closures in a pandemic situation, the status of 
the COVID-19 outbreak in our community does not rise to the level of school closure at this time. The 
California Department of Education and California Department of Public Health just released this 
communication to Superintendents with clear guidance on measures to be taken if there are two or 
more community transmission cases of COVID-19, but no individuals within the school test positive 
(Scenario 2). PVSD has followed, and will continue to follow, each directive suggested based on the 
current status of spread in our area.  

 
Additionally, our schools have intensified their hand washing campaigns to ensure proper and frequent 
hand washing throughout the school day.  

 
If you have general questions about COVID-19 or your family’s health, San Mateo County has 
developed a COVID-19 Public Call Center that can be reached by dialing 211. This line is open 24/7 
and available in multiple languages. You can also text "coronavirus" to 211211 for information and 
updates.  
 
Please continue to use your site principals as your main point of contact. All principals are deeply  
involved in the planning and communication of the District’s response and are well prepared to lead us 
through these uncertain times. We could not have more capable leadership at our schools. Please also 
refer to the PVSD COVID-19 FAQ for the most up to date information.  

 
Roberta Zarea 
Superintendent  
Portola Valley School District 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ez4xeWGirMH2dGWpH5tkn5OxqzS3nZcC/view?usp=sharing
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